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in any case. Commission staff positions 
are not binding on the Commission. 

(h) A potential applicant for gas fa-
cilities is not precluded by these regu-
lations from filing an application with 
the Commission at any time, even if 
the pre-filing collaborative process for 
the proposed facilities has not been 
completed. 

[Order 608, 64 FR 51221, Sept. 22, 1999, as 
amended by Order 608–A, 65 FR 65756, Nov. 2, 
2000]

Subparts B–C [Reserved]

Subpart D—Exemption of Natural 
Gas Service for Drilling, Test-
ing, or Purging from Certifi-
cate Requirements

AUTHORITY: Natural Gas Act, as amended, 
15 U.S.C. 717 et. seq., Energy Supply and En-
vironmental Coordination Act, 15 U.S.C. 791 
et. seq., Federal Energy Administration Act, 
15 U.S.C. 761 et. seq., Natural Gas Policy Act 
of 1978, Pub. L. 95–621, 92 Stat. 3350, Depart-
ment of Energy Organization Act, Pub. L. 95–
91, E.O. 12009, 42 FR 46267.

§ 157.53 Testing. 

(a) Construction and operation of fa-
cilities necessary to render direct nat-
ural gas service for use in the testing 
and purging of new natural gas pipeline 
facilities are exempted from the cer-
tificate requirements of section 7(c) of 
the Natural Gas Act, when the con-
struction and operation of such facili-
ties are conducted in accordance with 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

(b) Operations undertaken to render 
direct natural gas service shall be ter-
minated upon the completion of the 
purging or testing of the pipeline fa-
cilities. Persons undertaking any con-
struction or operation of facilities or 
service under this section shall file an 
original and two copies of an annual 
statement, by February 1 of each year, 
describing their activities hereunder. 

[43 FR 56544, Dec. 1, 1978, as amended at 60 
FR 53065, Oct. 11, 1995]

Subpart E [Reserved]

Subpart F—Interstate Pipeline 
Blanket Certificates and Au-
thorization Under Section 7 of 
the Natural Gas Act for Cer-
tain Transactions and Aban-
donment

§ 157.201 Applicability. 
(a) Scope. This subpart establishes a 

procedure whereby an interstate pipe-
line may obtain a blanket certificate 
authorizing certain construction and 
operation of facilities and certain cer-
tificate amendments and abandonment 
under section 7 of the Natural Gas Act. 

(b) Who may apply. This procedure is 
only applicable to interstate pipelines. 

(c) Cross-reference. The procedures ap-
plicable to transportation by interstate 
pipelines under blanket certificates are 
set forth in subpart G of part 284 of this 
chapter. 

(d) Availability of case-specific certifi-
cates. Nothing in this subpart shall pre-
clude an interstate pipeline from pro-
ceeding under any other provision of 
the Commission’s regulations to obtain 
Commission approval of abandonments 
or a temporary or permanent certifi-
cate of public convenience and neces-
sity. 

[Order 234, 47 FR 24266, June 4, 1982, as 
amended by Order 436, 50 FR 42490, Oct. 18, 
1985; Order 603, 64 FR 26606, May 14, 1999]

§ 157.202 Definitions. 
(a) General rule. Terms defined in the 

Natural Gas Policy Act of 1978 (NGPA) 
shall have the same meaning for the 
purposes of this subpart as they have 
under the Natural Gas Policy Act of 
1978. 

(b) Subpart F definitions. For purposes 
of this subpart: 

(1) Certificate holder means any inter-
state pipeline with an effective blanket 
certificate issued pursuant to this sub-
part. 

(2)(i) Eligible facility means, except as 
provided in paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of this 
section, any facility subject to the Nat-
ural Gas Act jurisdiction of the Com-
mission that is necessary to provide 
service within existing certificated lev-
els. Eligible facility also includes any 
gas supply facility or any facility, in-
cluding receipt points, needed by the 
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